Report of Findings Young Drivers Study

KEY INFORMANT INTERVIEWS

Key informants agreed that the typica young driver needs experience to ded with the complexity of
driving and emergency dtuations. Ther inexperience and immaturity lead to more risk taking,
Speeding, unnecessary passing, and related behaviors. Risk taking isaresult of the exuberance of
youth, their invincibility, and not understanding the ultimate consequences of their actions.

Alcohal is cited as a specific concern in some locdlities. Thereisastrong pendty for use of
acohol/drugs for those with driver licenses. It isfound that older teens have a tendency to drink
more than younger teens. Drinking and driving is dill abig issue, especidly on college campuses.

Key informants also observed that due to inexperience and lack of maturity, more problems are seen
with 16 and 17 year oldsin traffic court. It isbelieved thet real problems start at age 18 dueto less
parentd supervison, more options available, and a no-rules environment in universty settings,
therefore, it isnot surprising that the courts see more a cohol-related offenses.

Regarding parents, key informants believe that parents have more influence with their children
regarding the gravity and respongbility of driving a vehicle and need to devote the time to get their
children behind the whedl. Parents need information, prepared just for them, from police, judges, and
the defense attorney, in order to talk to new drivers long before the licensing ceremony. They need to
understand their rights and responsihilities to be able to pull licenses, redtrict driving, and reduce
privileges. They need to be involved with the skill development and experience needed for the young
driver by driving with their child for at least 50 hours. Parents must have good judgment since the
respongbility is enormous and a child coud die.

In regard to enforcement, severa key informants suggested that there is a need to step up
enforcement around the schools. They recommend enforcing the laws on the books, more laws are
not needed. They aso cited the need to increase incentives or pendties associated with non-belt use
by novice drivers, and for judgesto look at the seriousness of the individua case even when dockets
are full and they are trying to get them through.

Regarding driver's education, saverd key informants suggested that thereis a need to overhaul driver
education; they cited aneed for amore meaningful program with more technology involved, which
addresses risk-taking better, and provides youth more red-world driving experiences (indant lane-
change drill and other road maneuvers at a driving track).

Those commenting on the licensing ceremony found that it does inform parents about the possession
of acohol, demerit points, and use and lose sanctions. It helps reinforce the parent’ s right to suspend
their child’ s driver’ slicense by writing to the DMV;; their right to take the youth' s driver’s license,
and their ability to suspend it for more than driving (alcohol, grades, and chores). Parenta control
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and the reinforcement of the parent are stressed.  The responses are favorable from parents, but
ambivaent from youth.

About lawsin Virginia, the key informants found that the pendties are more gradua for teen/novice
drivers. That is, if they get aticket, a driver improvement course; for a second offense, passenger
restrictions may be implemented; for athird offense, they may lose their license.

Respondents dso indicated that the State Department of Education just revised the curriculum for
driver education. The new curriculum will emphasize more parenta involvement, but will not change
the time required behind the whed. They suggested that it should improve the classroom part of the
curriculum; however, the curriculum should aso require evasive driver skills and off the road
recovery.

Regarding graduated licensing, key informants indicated that some states have implemented the
graduated licensng program. For example, a Washington, DC law just went into effect, and Georgia
has a teen driver responsibility act, Strict regulations, and aform of graduated licensng. A couple of
key informants said that, based on the satistics that they had heard cited by states with the graduated
licensing program, it seemsto be effective; these few individuds aso suggested that Virginiais

averse to graduated licensing.

A few of the key informants stressed that Virginia does do agood job of conveying to its drivers that
arivingisaprivilege. Theseindividuas noted that drivers are clearly held accountable for any
driving violations that do occur.

Among their suggestions to improve the safety of young driverswere: primary seat belt enforcement
laws, later issuing of learner’ s permits; passenger redtrictions on 16 year-old drivers, anight time
driving regtriction; mandatory seet belt law; an incentive plan for good drivers, and parentd
catification of aminimum number of hours driven.
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